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Since establishing Children’s Ground in 2011, William 
has guided the organisation alongside Elders and 
community, shaping a way of working that places 
culture, language and community authority at 
the centre. His leadership draws on decades of 
experience across Central Australia and the Northern 
Territory, strengthening community governance and 
ensuring families hold a central role in decisions that 
affect their children.

In accepting the award, William stood alongside 
his grandson and spoke to where this recognition 
belongs, saying “this award goes to all those of the 
communities that we work with. What drives me is 
the strength and the determination of our people. I 
see solutions in every community. I see the culture, 
vision and the leadership of our people. I have hope 
for the future generations. I see the brilliance of our 
young people.”

William Tilmouth recognised with 2025 Australian 
Human Rights Medal

Williams words reflect the way he leads, always 
returning recognition to community and holding 
a clear responsibility to the people and places he 
works with. The values he carries continue to guide 
Children’s Ground every day, through relationships, 
accountability and our commitment to the next 
generation.

We celebrate William and our very proud of this 
deserving recongition. This award reflects the 
leadership he has carried over many years and 
the responsibility he continues to hold for children, 
families and community.

In December Arrernte leader and Children’s Ground Founding Chair William Tilmouth was awarded 
the 2025 Australian Human Rights Medal, recognising a lifetime of leadership grounded in cultural 
authority, lived experience and a deep commitment to children, families and community.

Highlights
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Hosted in Garramilla, Elders, cultural professors, 
senior educators and emerging leaders came 
together to strengthen First Nations-led education 
and shape how learning is designed for children.

Across the Forum, participants strengthened 
language, shared knowledge and advanced a 
national vision for First Nations-led education. 
Discussions focused on shaping a national learning 
pathway for children, building a national body 
of educators to uphold cultural and professional 
standards, and establishing a long term governance 
structure grounded in cultural authority.

At the close of the Forum, Utyerre Apanpe released 
a collective statement affirming the role of First 
Nations educators in guiding learning for children. 
The statement reinforced that knowledge systems 
are alive, carried through language, Country and 
community, and form the foundation for children 
to grow strong in identity and walk confidently in 
two worlds. It also called on governments to act on 
existing evidence, including the M.K. Turner Report, 
through sustained investment and implementation.

Utyerre Apanpe 2025 brings together First Nations 
educators from across the country

Utyerre Apanpe continues to grow as a national 
voice for First Nations educators, carrying forward 
cultural authority and shaping the future of 
education for generations to come. The Forum 
showed the leadership, experience and direction 
that already exists within communities.

Over two days on Larrakia Country, the Utyerre Apanpe First Nations Educators Forum brought 
together more than sixty educators and leaders from across twenty Nations.

Highlights
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In Mparntwe, the Community Day march and 
flag raising ceremony brought people together 
in recognition of five decades of NAIDOC. The 
Children’s Ground Open Day continued these 
celebrations, with families and community members 
gathering to share dance, music, art and stories. 
Young people participated in cultural activities and 
performances, while leaders, including William 
Tilmouth, shared reflections on the importance 
of knowledge, care and responsibility across 
generations.

Across the Top End, Minmarama and Kulaluk 
communities held their own celebrations, bringing 
together families, children and Elders. The day 
included bush foods such as kangaroo tail, 
barramundi and damper, alongside activities led 
by community and local organisations. Young 
people engaged in cultural learning, including 
bush medicine preparation, creative projects and 
opportunities to express identity through art and 
design.

NAIDOC Week celebrated across Central Australia and 
the Top End

Throughout the week, voices from community 
highlighted the theme The Next Generation: 
Strength, Vision and Legacy. Reflections from Elders, 
leaders and young people spoke to the importance 
of culture, identity and the responsibility to carry 
knowledge forward. These celebrations showed 
that leadership lives in community, and that the 
next generation is already growing strong in culture, 
language and connection.

NAIDOC Week 2025 marked 50 years of community strength, leadership and cultural continuity. 
Across Central Australia and the Top End, families, children and Elders came together to celebrate 
culture, honour history and recognise the next generation.

Highlights
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Progress, growth and impact

First Nations people 
engaged in governance  
and local decision-making

First Nations 
people engaged in 
employment in our 
delivery regions

people engaged in 
cultural learning 
and wellbeing

9-17 years 
164

18+ years 
237

0-8 years 
182

Engagement in 
Cultural & Creative  

Development  
& Wellbeing

554
people engaged 
in Early Learning

9-17 years 
245

18+ years 
400

0-8 years 
294

people engaged 
in health and 
wellbeing

9-17 years 
120

18+ years 
219

0-8 years 
215

Engagement  
in Early Learning

Engagement  
in Health  

& Wellbeing

939

583 186

135
Engagement across our approach strengthened in Semester 2, 2025, with increases across early learning, 
health and cultural activities. Growth in early learning and cultural participation reflected more consistent 
attendance and families returning regularly to sessions across the period. 
Health promotion and support recorded the largest increase, with more children and families participating 
across sessions. This reflected stronger engagement in everyday health activities and increased uptake across 
age groups. 
Governance engagement rose from 102 to 135 as community meetings were held more regularly and more 
people participated in shaping local priorities. Employment also increased, with more First Nations staff 
engaged across programs, reflecting continued participation in community based roles. 

151 community based First Nations 
people engaged in employment, 
including employment within the 
Stronger Communities for Children 
Program.
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Children’s Ground Approach in action

Learning and Wellbeing

We centre First Nations learning and literacy as the foundation for children to grow as successful 
learners and to become fully multilingual. This leading practice also supports children to thrive in 
Western literacy and numeracy, which are critical to their future. 

Early Years and Wellbeing programs are led by communities across our three regions and 
delivered through culturally centred, play-based learning environments.

Children from Uyenpere Atwatye and Yarrenyty 
Arltere spent time on Country learning about the 
tyape tree and tyape (witchetty grub).

Walking through the bush with family and 
educators, the children identified the tyape 
tree and talked about what they could see 
around them. They drew pictures of the tree and 
described their observations, writing and speaking 
in English and Arrernte.

Families showed the children how to find and dig 
for tyape in the ground. The children watched 
carefully as adults demonstrated where to dig 
before trying it themselves.

After the hunt, the tyape were placed into a bowl 
so the children could complete a Tyape Tally, 
counting and sorting the grubs from small to 
large. The children compared the different sizes 
and recorded their observations, adding a new 
category when especially large tyape were found.

The day finished with the tyape cooked on the fire 
while children learned about food preparation and 
fire safety.

Hunting and counting tyape IMPACT:

Learning about bush foods supports children to 
build language, cultural knowledge and practical 
skills. Identifying plants on Country, drawing 
what they see and recording the Tyape Tally 
allows children to practise writing, counting and 
comparison in ways that connect directly to their 
environment.

With family members guiding the hunt and 
preparation of the tyape, children learn in a 
setting where they feel supported and confident 
to try new skills. Knowledge is shared through 
watching, listening and having a go themselves.

These experiences support strong learning 
foundations across both First Nations and 
Western knowledge systems. Children develop 
literacy and numeracy alongside cultural 
knowledge and connection to Country, helping 
them grow as confident learners through their 
first languages and cultures while strengthening 
English numeracy and literacy. 
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Children’s Ground Approach in action

During cultural camps in Marlkawo, children 
and families spent time on Country learning the 
traditional names and importantance of different 
areas of Country.

Community members shared stories about 
different locations across the landscape, 
explaining the meaning of the place names, 
the importance of that Country, the story, the 
responsibility to that Country, and their connection 
to the area.

Children repeated the names and talked about the 
places as they moved through Country, learning 
how different locations are recognised and 
remembered.

Learning place names on Country

IMPACT:

Learning place names strengthens language 
and helps children recognise the significance of 
the places around them. As children hear and 
practise these names while moving through 
Country, they begin to understand how different 
locations are remembered and spoken about 
within their community. This builds familiarity 
with the landscape and strengthens children’s 
connection to place and community.

At the 15 Mile community hall in Garramilla, young 
children gathered with families and educators for 
an Early Years learning session.

During the session, the children explored a range 
of play based activities designed to build early 
learning skills. Blocks were stacked into tall towers, 
knocked down and rebuilt again as children 
experimented with balance, shapes and different 
structures.

Educators encouraged the children to count 
as they built, helping them recognise numbers 
and compare quantities. Some children carefully 
counted each block as they added to their towers, 
while others worked together to see how high 
their structures could grow.

Family members sat alongside the children, 
watching, talking and offering encouragement as 
the young ones tested new ideas and shared their 
creations.

Building and counting through play

IMPACT:

Play based, creative, experiental and cultural 
learning supports young children to explore 
ideas, test solutions and build confidence as 
learners. Activities such as stacking, counting 
and experimenting with shapes help children 
develop early numeracy while strengthening 
coordination and problem solving. These learning 
experiences introduce foundational concepts 
such as quantity, pattern and balance in ways 
that feel engaging and familiar. By exploring 
numbers and structures through play, children 
begin building the skills that underpin later 
mathematics and logical thinking.
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Children’s Ground Approach in action

Health and Wellbeing

Children’s Ground’s Family Health and Wellbeing Framework includes delivery and focuses not 
just on the physical, but also the cultural, social, emotional and environmental health needs of our 
children and their families.  

Young people from Minmarama and Kulaluk spent 
time on Larrakia Country learning about and 
collecting plants used for bush medicine.

As part of the Caring for Country extended 
learning program, Cheryl and Jackie worked 
alongside Emma from Landcare to guide the 
session. Together, they showed the young people 
how to recognise and collect leaves that are 
traditionally used to make bush medicine for 
treating minor ailments and supporting everyday 
health.

Using magnifying glasses and careful observation, 
the group examined the leaves closely, comparing 
their shapes, textures and scents to help identify 
the different plants. The young people discussed 
how these plants can be used to care for cuts, skin 
irritations and other common health needs within 
the community.

The leaves were gathered and prepared for the 
next stage of the process, where the young people 
would crush them and create bush medicine 
balms.

Young people learn to identify bush 
medicine plants on Larrakia Country

IMPACT:

Learning about bush medicine helps young 
people understand how health can be supported 
through knowledge of Country. Identifying plants 
and preparing natural remedies builds practical 
knowledge about caring for the body and 
responding to common health needs.

These experiences strengthen young people’s 
understanding of traditional health practices 
while building confidence in recognising and 
using the resources found on Country to support 
wellbeing.
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Children’s Ground Approach in action

At Yarrenyty Arltere, children and adults gathered 
during an early learning session to practise 
breathing exercises together.

The group began with slow, deep breathing, 
helping children notice how their bodies feel when 
they pause and focus on their breath. Educators 
then introduced a quiet relaxation activity called 
“cool as a cucumber”.

Children lay down together, creating a calm space 
where they focused on breathing and respecting 
each other’s personal space. Parents and 
educators watched as the children settled into the 
activity and supported one another to stay calm 
and relaxed.

The session introduced children to simple ways of 
slowing down and calming their bodies when they 
feel overwhelmed.

Children learn ways to calm their bodies 
and minds

IMPACT:

Breathing and relaxation exercises help children 
develop skills for calming their minds and bodies. 
Practising these techniques together allows 
children to recognise when they need to pause 
and regulate their emotions.

Learning these strategies early supports children 
to manage stress, build self awareness and feel 
more confident navigating challenging situations.

Mothers, babies and families came together 
on Country in Central Australia to take part in 
activities that support health, wellbeing and 
cultural connection. 

Elders and community members shared 
knowledge through bush medicine, baby smoking 
ceremonies and bush baths, supporting both the 
physical health and utnenge (spirit) of our little 
ones, while the health team provided support to 
connect cultural practice with key western health 
care.

Day trips on Country were used to collect and 
prepare bush medicines for babies and mothers, 
with young children guided through the process 
of sourcing and accessing ingredients, educating 
them in cultural practice and tradition. 

Alongside these cultural practices, Children’s 
Ground worked with families to support maternal 
and child health through developmental checks, 
immunisations and health education, including 
support to reduce smoking during pregnancy and 
early childhood.

Strong starts for mothers and babies

IMPACT:

This work supports children’s health from their 
earliest years, while keeping cultural knowledge 
active in daily care. Developmental checks and 
immunisations help families identify needs early 
and access support when it is needed. Smoking 
education supports healthier pregnancies 
and safer environments for babies and young 
children.

When health support is delivered alongside 
cultural practice, families can make decisions in 
ways that reflect their knowledge, priorities and 
responsibilities to children.
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Children’s Ground Approach in action

Economic Development and Wellbeing

Young people from the SCFC Plenty Highway team 
took part in the Red Centre NATS, showcasing 
vehicles they had restored through the Rusted Gems 
Project.

In the months leading up to the event, the young 
people worked together to repair and prepare 
the vehicles. Under the guidance of mentors and 
community members, they learned how to diagnose 
mechanical issues, replace parts and prepare the 
cars so they would meet the event requirements.

The preparation involved careful attention to detail. 
Vehicles were checked, repaired and cleaned so 
they could pass scrutineering and be ready for the 
public event. Through this process the young people 
gained hands on experience with tools, mechanical 
systems and vehicle maintenance.

On the day of the event the restored cars 
successfully passed scrutineering and joined the 
official parade. Families and community members 
gathered along the streets to watch the vehicles 
drive past, celebrating the work completed by the 
team.

For the young people, seeing their vehicles on 
display in front of the wider community marked 
an important moment of achievement and pride. 
Their work was recognised by family members, 
community supporters and event attendees.

Restoring cars and showcasing skills at 
Red Centre NATS

In Semester 2 of 2025, Children’s Ground employed 186 First Nations people across our regions in 
roles including Learning, Health, Men’s and Youth, Administration, Finance, Research and Evaluation, 
Community Development and Governance. We build pathways through education and skills development, 
celebrating everyone’s abilities and supporting them to experience economic stability. 

IMPACT:

Programs that build practical technical skills 
help young people develop pathways into 
employment and training. Through the Rusted 
Gems Project, participants gained experience 
in mechanical repair, tool use and vehicle 
maintenance.

Preparing vehicles for a major public event 
also introduced young people to industry 
expectations such as safety standards, quality 
checks and teamwork during a project. These 
experiences strengthen technical capability while 
helping young people see how practical skills can 
translate into future work opportunities.
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Children’s Ground Approach in action

Children’s Ground’s local community evaluation 
staff Abby and Raylene from the Top End attended 
the Australian Evaluation Society conference in 
Canberra through the Scholarship for Emerging 
Indigenous Evaluators.

The conference brought together evaluation 
practitioners from across Australia. Abby and 
Raylene took part in pre conference workshops and 
attended sessions across the event, including the 
Gala Dinner held at Parliament House.

During the conference they connected with other 
First Nations evaluators through the Gilibanga 
network, sharing experiences and learning from 
practitioners working in community led evaluation 
and research.

The event created opportunities to exchange ideas, 
strengthen professional networks and deepen skills 
in evaluation practice.

Building professional pathways through 
evaluation leadership

IMPACT:

Opportunities to participate in professional 
conferences help staff strengthen skills and build 
pathways in specialised fields such as research 
and evaluation. By attending workshops, meeting 
other practitioners and engaging with national 
networks, staff expand their knowledge and 
professional capability.

Children’s Ground supports staff to participate 
in events, training and knowledge exchanges 
throughout the year. These opportunities 
strengthen professional development and 
support First Nations leadership in research, 
evaluation and community development.

In Marlkawo, local community members worked as 
part of the Children’s Ground placemaking team to 
improve shared learning and community spaces. 
Placemakers are community based staff who 
support the development and care of local places 
used for learning, housing and safety, community 
gatherings and cultural activities. These employment 
opportunity are critical in remote areas where 
employment options are very limited. Local staff are 
using their skills and talent as well as learning new 
skills through employment.

During cultural camps, the team carried out practical 
projects across the community. This included 
digging trenches to install new water pipes, building 
fencing around the office and kitchen areas and 
installing solar lights to improve safety around the 
camp.

Placemakers also constructed railings for the early 
years balabala and helped maintain spaces used for 
learning and community activities.

These projects were planned and carried out by the 
community, with placemakers learning how to safely 
use tools and follow workplace safety practices 
while completing the work.

Community projects strengthening 
practical skills in Marlkawo

IMPACT:

Placemaking projects create opportunities for 
community members to build practical skills 
that support local employment and economic 
participation. Tasks such as construction work, 
infrastructure maintenance and safe tool use 
provide experience that can transfer to future 
jobs.

By contributing to projects that strengthen 
community infrastructure, placemakers gain 
skills while also improving the spaces used for 
learning, gathering and cultural activities.
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Children’s Ground Approach in action

Community Development and Wellbeing

IMPACT:
Community led camps demonstrate governance in 
practice. By making decisions together about how 
camps are planned, organised and delivered, families 
strengthen local leadership and ensure activities 
reflect community priorities.

This approach builds ownership of programs and 
shared spaces, with responsibility held collectively 
rather than externally directed. It strengthens 
community development by embedding decision 
making within the community and reinforcing cultural 
authority in how activities are run.

Consistent delivery of camps in this way supports 
strong governance over time, where leadership, 
responsibility and participation are shared across 
the community, creating environments that are safe, 
inclusive and led by those who live there.

In Marlkawo, cultural camps continue to be led and 
organised by families and community leaders, forming a 
central part of how programs are delivered on Country.

During the second half of 2025, six camps were held, 
each shaped through community led decision making. 
Families gathered to determine how the camps 
would run, what work would take place and how 
responsibilities would be shared. Decisions about daily 
activities, use of resources and priorities for the camp 
were made collectively, reflecting local leadership and 
cultural authority.

Community members took responsibility for organising 
and maintaining the camp. This included managing 
shared spaces, coordinating meals and overseeing the 
care of infrastructure used during the camps. Roles were 
taken on across the group, with people contributing 
according to their knowledge and responsibility.

Children and young people were part of this process, 
observing how decisions are made, contributing to 
discussions that focused on young people, and learning 
how responsibilities are carried across the community.

Community leadership driving cultural 
camps in Marlkawo

Children’s Ground families are working to build strong, safe and connected communities. We 
support and centre cultural authority, local governance and community-led decision-making.

Through centring delivery in community, and through intergenerational centres where they are 
available, families access services, are part of daily decision making and are shaping their future. 
By strengthening collective and community leadership, this in turn strengthens the social and 
cultural foundations that support long-term wellbeing. Key to community development and 
wellbeing is celebrating the talent, vision and culture in our communties.
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Children’s Ground Approach in action

Community Development and Wellbeing

At Irrkerlantye, the community completed a series 
of tin shed upgrades that have improved living 
conditions for families who have lived on this 
Country for decades.

Over two years, existing tin sheds were replaced 
with newly built cabins. Community members 
worked alongside a building contractor, 
contributing to construction and site works. The 
new homes include insulated walls, lighting, fans 
and access to water and electricity.

Shared infrastructure was also strengthened, 
including repairs to shade structures and the 
creation of a communal kitchen and fire pit area. 
Community clean ups improved shared spaces 
and strengthened pride in place, with planning 
now underway for a nature based playground.

Improving living conditions through 
community led housing at Irrkerlantye

IMPACT:

Community led infrastructure improves living 
conditions while strengthening shared spaces for 
families to gather and connect. At Irrkerlantye, 
housing upgrades and communal areas have 
created safer and more functional environments 
that support daily life.

Involving community members builds ownership 
of these spaces and strengthens collective 
responsibility for their care, supporting long term 
wellbeing and participation in community life.

At Ampe-kenhe Ahelhe, family nights continued to 
bring children, families and Elders together on a 
regular basis. 

Families shared meals, viewed photos from 
community activities and stayed connected to 
what was happening on Country and across 
programs. These are great nights with lots of fun 
and connection.  

The family nights are also great opportunities for 
governance. The microphone helps quiet voices be 
heard, and those with hearing issues can also hear 
what is happening. People are encouraged to raise 
their voices, with community members sharing 
updates, raising ideas and discussing priorities. 

These gatherings also provided a consistent place 
for families to come together during periods of 
pressure and Sorry. 

Family nights creating space for 
connection and shared decision making

IMPACT:

Family nights create a shared space for 
connection, information sharing and community 
decision making. By ensuring all voices can be 
heard, they support inclusive participation and 
strengthen how communities shape programs 
and priorities.

Regular family nights build inclusion, safety 
and connection, supporting relationships, 
communication and wellbeing through a familiar 
and consistent space.
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Children’s Ground Approach in action

Cultural and Creative Development  
and Wellbeing

At Ampe-kenhe Ahelhe, Children’s Ground staff 
and family members worked together to install 
Thipe-akerte (About Birds) at Watch This Space 
in Mparntwe. Presented as part of the Desert Mob 
Satellite Program, the exhibition honours the work 
and vision of the late Mrs T Ryder, a respected 
artist, linguist and founding member of Children’s 
Ground.

Thipe-akerte is a body of work by Mrs Ryder that 
shares detailed cultural knowledge – our thipe (the 
Arrernte word for birds) have specific meaning 
and roles through their presence, behaviour and 
calls. 

The exhibition features Mrs Ryder’s artworks 
alongside pieces created by her family. Sculpture 
by Harry Hayes and paintings by Marie Ryder sit 
alongside the original works, bringing together 
generations of artistic practice and knowledge. 

The gallery filled with language, stories and song 
as family, friends and community came together to 
celebrate Mrs Ryder’s life and creative legacy.

The exhibition also introduced new Thipe learning 
resources and merchandise developed to share the 
stories and language connected to the artworks.

Celebrating language and art through the 
Thipe-akerte exhibition

IMPACT:

The Thipe-akerte exhibition gave Arrernte 
language and cultural stories a visible place in a 
public gallery. Through paintings and sculpture 
about thipe, visitors encountered language, 
stories and cultural knowledge connected to birds 
and Country.

For the Ryder family, presenting these works 
together honoured Mrs Ryder’s contribution 
as an artist, linguist and knowledge holder 
while continuing her work. Family members 
shared their own artworks and stories, showing 
intergenerational knowledge transfer expressed 
through contemporary art.

Exhibitions like this support cultural and creative 
development by giving artists and families 
a platform to share language and cultural 
knowledge through art. They also strengthen 
wellbeing by creating moments where community 
gathers to celebrate culture, identity and creative 
practice.

Culture is at the heart of Children’s Ground. It guides how children learn, how families care for 
each other, and how communities stay strong. Led by Elders, educators and artists, cultural 
knowledge and creative practice are embedded across all areas.

Children grow with a strong sense of identity, grounded in first languages, cultural systems and 
creative expression. Through this, they develop the confidence and adaptability to walk in both 
cultural and global worlds.
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Children’s Ground Approach in action

Cultural and Creative Development  
and Wellbeing

In Marlkawo early years wurdurd (children) 
gathered for a group painting of modjarrkki, the 
Kunwinjku word for freshwater crocodile.

A large canvas was spread across the ground 
and the children worked side by side to paint the 
crocodile. Brushes and colours moved between 
small hands as the shape slowly appeared across 
the page.

As they painted, adults shared knowledge about 
modjarrkki, children talked about the crocodile 
and shared the brushes and colours with one 
another. The artwork gradually took form as each 
child added their own marks to the canvas.

When the painting was finished the children 
gathered around their work, proudly pointing out 
the sections they had created.

Painting modjarrkki together

IMPACT:

Creative activities grounded in culture help 
children explore language, story and artistic 
expression together. Painting modjarrkki 
connected children with the language name and 
cultural knowledge of the freshwater crocodile as 
they created the artwork.

Through painting and conversation children 
shared ideas about the animal and the stories 
linked to it. Experiences like this strengthen 
cultural expression and support wellbeing as 
children see culture reflected in their creative 
work.

Children and families from Yarrenyty Arltere 
welcomed a visit from the Hermannsburg Potters 
who travelled from Ntaria to share their animation 
Antala iperra.

The animation follows the changing seasons on 
Western Aranda Country and introduces the 
names of plants, animals and seasonal activities in 
Western Aranda and English.

Children introduced themselves in language 
before watching the film. After the screening 
the Potters guided a clay session where children 
shaped animals, figures, pots and cups.

Many children recognised the artists as family 
members and proudly pointed out their relatives’ 
artworks on display.

Western Aranda language and art shared 
by the Hermannsburg Potters

IMPACT:

Creative practice provides a powerful way 
for children to experience, express and learn. 
Watching the animation and working with clay 
allowed children to see how Western Aranda 
language and stories are expressed through art.

Learning alongside artists from their own 
community strengthens cultural pride and 
creative confidence. Activities like this support 
cultural expression and wellbeing while helping 
children see their language and culture reflected 
in creative practice.
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