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From the impact of removal to the responsibility of now

On National Sorry Day, Children’s Ground stands with survivors of the Stolen Generations,
and with all families who carry the legacy of removal and harm. The pain of these policies is
not confined to the past. It is held in the lives of those who survived and carried forward
through generations. It lives in memory, in policy and in the systems that continue to
separate children from family, culture and community.

“What we see today is a continuation of the past,” said William Tilmouth, Arrernte leader
and Chair of Children’s Ground. “Children continue to be taken from their families.
Recognition needs to be more than just symbolic. Our country’s leaders need to ensure
history is not repeated. Work must continue to repair the damage of the past and
strengthen justice and equity for the future.”

National Sorry Day is a time to confront uncomfortable truths as a country and choose what
kind of future we are building together. For First Nations people, a bright future will only be
possible when justice is more than a promise, and when change is guided by the leadership
of communities who have been doing the work for generations.

As we begin National Reconciliation Week, we remember the communities who fought for
First Nations recognition in the 1967 referendum, those who started the Tent Embassy, Eddie
Mabo and the many others who fought for our land rights, and the generations of leaders
whose courage and determination laid the foundations for the progress we continue to
pursue. We are inspired by them, we honour them and we continue their vision.

Reconciliation does not begin with celebration. It begins with truth and recognition. It begins
with the willingness to listen to what has been ignored and to invest in what has been
undervalued. It begins with real partnership.



“There is good will out there and people are willing to walk with us. What matters is how we
use that good will. If people can look at what they believe, question it, and choose
something better, then real change is possible. That is what we are asking. Not for sympathy,
but shared responsibility for what comes next,” said Mr Tilmouth.

That shared responsibility requires action.

During National Reconciliation Week, Children’s Ground’s Wear it Yellow campaign offers a
meaningful way for individuals, schools, workplaces and community groups to act - to be
deliberate about learning, creating change, being visible, walking alongside First Nations
communities and raising funds that provide tangible support on the ground.

Wear it Yellow is quickly becoming a widely embraced show of support, uniting communities
in a shared commitment to First Nations justice. With support from public figures including
Dan Sultan, Melissa Leong and Evie Wiggle, organisations including the Gold Coast Suns, and
participation from hundreds of schools, workplaces and community groups across the
country, the campaign is a growing force for awareness, action and long-term change.

Funds raised through Wear it Yellow support First Nations children to grow up strong in
identity and language, to access learning grounded in culture, and to benefit from systems
designed and led by their own communities. This work strengthens the foundations every
child deserves: safety, belonging and opportunity, while shifting the focus from crisis to
prevention.

“Wear it Yellow brings people in. It encourages reflection. It creates a space for people to
recognise the truth of our history and ask themselves, would | accept this for my own
family? Would | accept it for my children? That’s what we are trying to do. Get people to
guestion what they believe, to see things more clearly. If you change your thoughts, you can
change the world for you and the people around you,” said Mr Tilmouth.

“Good things take time. The steps we are taking together are steps in the right direction,”
said Mr Tilmouth.

Today is a moment to pause in truth and stand with those who carry the legacy of the Stolen
Generations. It is also a time to look ahead. The choices we make now can shape a future led
by justice, grounded in respect and defined by opportunity. By honouring the strength of the
past and walking together in the present, we help build the bridge from now to what comes
next. A future where every child grows up safe, proud and connected.
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